on Scott rarely missed a gig, but on May
3, 1974, even he knew he was too pissed
1o pull it off, Fresh from a drunken fighi
with then-wife Irene, the singer pot on
his Triumph motorbike and sped
halfwsay across Adelaide 1o where his
handmates in country-rock ourfit
Woriint Lofty Rangeers were rebearsing, He planned
me el theeers boe'd nod bee jodning thems anthe Odd
Lion Hotel that night - drivieg under the influence
wans o thing, but Scott woubdn't get on stape
unibess he could do the job,

Dhuring his short visit, Scott got in a fight with
Rarpers bassist Bruce Howe, The two had clashed
before ~ they'd both been members of hard-
drinking hippy rockers Fraternity, and came ta
Erlows during one of that band s fraughs jams — b
tonight it didn't take much to test Scott's temper.
Mo one can remember what st him off, but after
the resulting bust-up be stormed off, drunkenty
walking into the door three times on his way out.

“We tried to stop him,” recalls Ranpers
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Before he joined AC/DC,
Bon Scott was in country rockers the

Mount Lofty Rangers, until a near-fatal crash,

The two tracks they recorded were long lost - until now.

Wiords: Red Yates

kevtboardist, Peter Head. "l remember saving, “Bon,
don't po off, you're too drunk, vou can't drive,” but
because he was pissed he didn't Bsten o any of us
This,” e sighs, “was nothing unusual.” An hour
later, Head received a call. Afier tearing off on his
Triurmph, Bon had collided head on with a car. He
survived, but only just < beaten, battered and near
death, the singer spent three days in a coma. It
woabd rake b adomg, long time o recover,

“Wedidn't go and see him for a few days ‘cos
hie was i dnrenisive care and they didn'e know
if b weg g 1o live, " saps Hesil, "When we
did po he looked verrible - he'd lost all his teeth,
b weas o total mess, he was covered in brutses
and scratches.”

The crash brought an end o Scott's four-maonth,
12-pip career with the Mount Lofty Rargers, By
Owraber 1974, following months of recuperation,
he'd left Adelaide for Sydney and a carecr with
ACIDC, Bur rantalismaly, he'd left behind
recordings of twao songs that are only now geiting
i proper airing, 40 years after the cvent.

cter Head refers to himself as the
Wdoumt Lofty Rangers “musical
director”, Mare a collective of e
minded musicians than a band, some
Falhmemibers passed through between
1974 and 1979, amang them future
Cold Chisel frontman and Linde River
Band vocalist Glenn Shorrock. Bur Bon Scort is
their most famous old boy.

The Rangers came together after Head's
previous bamd, progressive Blues rockers
HeadBand, split at the start of 1974, The latter
shared management with Fraternity = Wi had the
same touir Bug, we did the same wos together”
67-year-old Head recalls - and he became pood
friends with Score. Head formed the Rangers w
stawve off boredom and starvation, Bon was one of
several singers they had. most of whom played
tnarruments, “We were all siming around broke,
and | thought the easiestway 1o pet by was 1o
throew together o country rock band.” recalls
Head, wha has called Sydney Bome for the past
30 vears. “We conld do a few dozen three<hord
couniry songs, kave a bitof fun and throw it
topether quickly,

That initial brief became more colourful as
members came and went. “There were bizarre gigs
where we'd have a violingst from a symphony
archestra, a guitar plaver from Fraternity, & piano
acoordion or a sitar player.” says Head. *1t was such
an amalgamation of bizarre instrumencs and
propbe. W played everything from jazz to rock to
Il mvesic.” The origiaal neaup fearured
rembers of Fraternimy and HeadBand and bad
thedr first jam in a garage in the suburbs of Adelaide
i Jantiary. 1974, Rehearaals would aften spill our
anto the drivewsy and morph into street parties,

“I think we had a ten-picce version,” Head says
af tha first gathering, “but Bom's voice cut through
the guitars and drums. You could tell there was
something special when he zang, With the Rangers
be was smaimg madnly counmey misic; we did a lor
af really fast bluegrass country, which Bon boved.
He alsoliked jazz and blues, not only the stuffhe
was famaons for, Thar's what | lilke wo show i the
old recordings, that there's another side to Bon
apart from the AC{DC side everybody knows"

Bast the wildear side to the singer's personaliny
was still there. Head recalls walking through the
centre of Adelaide with Bon one night o their
faveurite drinking hole, the Largs Pler Hotel, As
they neared their destination, three men emerged
from the shadaws, It irned out that thedr
girlfriends each had a thing for the singer — 1ot
uncommen at the time, despite Scott’s wiry frame
and hard-knock looks —and they were none too
pleased about it. “Fon was up there in a flash. He
stood these guys down,” chuckles Head today:
“They saw hoaw ready he was to fight and they
pissed off. He made them back down.”

On znother occasion, the Mount Lofty Rangers
performied it Adelaide's notosiows Yaraka fail,
where Head had been teaching guitar. After
learning of johnmy Cash's pig at San Quentin, he
went 1o the prison suthorities and sugoested the
Rangers do a showr. That many of them had been
incarcerared for marijuana-relited crimes — a drug
Head and Scott made no secret of enjoving — mve
band and inmates more incommeaon than a love of
rrusic, and the Rangers were treaced ke heroes
“When we finished, we had a distance 1o go from
the stape inside the jail to the gates. and it -
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In 2004 it's looking extremely likely that
Bon Scott will be everywhere,

sepmied like just abour every prisaner lined up on
the side of their cells and rastled their pans and
screamed out "Hey Bon! Thanks for coming!” Just
about the whole jail gvve vs a standing cvarion on
thi way out.”

or all the bravada, Soort wag at
a crossroads in his life when he threw
ir1 his Lot warh the Maount Lofty Rangers,
Drjected by a decade of missed
oppartunitics with acts such as The
Spekiors, The Valentines and Fraernicy,
he wias frightened thar, ar 27, he was
etting too old to make it as a singer. His frame of
riird wiasn't helped b bow, 23 Fraternicy Himmped to
an end and plaved only the cocasional gig, he had o
take menial jobs to make ends micet. [t wasn't the
first i — Head worked atan art galleryin the
early 70s, and its coner would ernploy Ban to mow
the lawns and do odd jobs. “We'd often sit there for
hours and nobody would come in the mllery”
recalls Head. “We'd have a couple of acoustic
puitars and we'd start to-write songs together.”
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By the time he joined the Ranpers, Bon had
a job at a fertiliser plant in Wallaroo, a few

honies ourside Adelaide. Iowas back-breaking
work. “One time [ met him and he'd been working
on the back of a truck lugeing around bags of shit
for ten haiers, which is really hard wiork " says
Head. "He came to my place after thar particular
diay and said: "While Pve been lugeing around these
bags, P had owo songs rusming arownd in my
head.” He asked me to help get them together,
because he knew about three chords on the puitar
and that's it Sowe sataroumnd for another six
houars and worked them out.”

The two sonps were Clarise — A bovely ballad,”
recalls Head - and the more rambunctious e Been
Up In The Hills Too Long. In return, Scott agreed to
sing on Head's dermos for rwo somes he wrote:
piano-hoogie rocker Round And Rond and the
pastoral Carey Gully, the latter as far removed from
ACIDC's threeschord Bluster as vou can peg
Dietermined to pet Head's songs on tape. they
booked & session at Adelaide’s Slater Studios, the
city’s first elghtetrack recording studio. Ar AUDEH)
fora two-hour session its facilities were beyond the
reach of many —the average weeklv wape n
Aussrralia i 1974 wag around 5120 but for Head
and Scoat the thrill of graduating from four-track to
sorerhing tore professeonal was such thar they
wiere willing to di rogds fora few days,

Head can't remember the date of the session,
bt e dioes recall it lasting two bours, The padr
were joincd in the studio by musician mates
including puitarist Phil Caulson, Fraternity

A

Adelaide hillbillies:
the Rangers in

Southerm Oz,

drummer john Freeman and future Anpels bassist
Chirts Baibey. Soott and Head tavghr the others each
song and then recorded it. There was little ime to
firesse whar they bad done. "On the tapes | can
hear Bon laughing his head off at the end of 2 first
take, cos he went for a really high note and didn'
quite hit i, says Head. "He goc it right the second
tirre. He was quick, be was efficient.”

It wasn't the pair's only experience of working in
a studio, “We did some jingles ropether in 1974 for
a country radio statéon, 25T, and he just churned
therm owt,” savs Head. “Mve got a copy af them
somewhere, [ don't think the racio station ever
realised they had Bon Scott singing.”

Head's ambiticns for Round And Round and Cargy
Gully were slight. "We hoped we might sell a couple
of domen copies in Adelaide. We didn't have
arecornd company. We did it for the sake of the
truasic anvd thar's i Bt Bon was very enthusiastc
about helping and said: Thope something happens
with this o day and | hope it wiorks for vou.™

Bor's motorbike crash in May 1974 marked the
end of his tenure in the Mount Loty Rangers. After
the aceident, Head himself emporarily abandoned
the Rangers in favour of solo plano-bar gigs. tred

of the responsibility of keeping a band poing. He



= Bon Seett (second
Feft) with the Mount
I:nf‘q.r Rangers.

anid Bon snill spent time topether. At one podnt

they were emploved by local promoter Vince
Lowegnowe to put up posters for touring bands

e of which was AC/DC, for whom Scou ended
up acting as driver and toar guide shorty after he
got out of hospital. But Scott and Head would
never work together again musically. The next time
Scoar entered a studio, it was i November 197403
amember of AC|DC,

“We thought he was copping out 2 b |-.\|1'||1'|:.,
ACDC cos [I.':L“_,l' Were i pretey ::mel-: rock band,”
says Head, “whereas Fraternity were a really
.,|_:1-|||;ﬂ|_x PROOTESsive rock T ‘roll band on the level
af King Crimson. S0 we thought Bon was going for
acommercial thing. But nobody blamed him. cos
we el kervew hioaw many years be'd spent strugpgling,
trying to pet recognised. W all wished him heck
and said: ‘Hope it works.” And it did.”

he Mount Lofty Rangers story doesn't
et with Bon Scott's departure. While
the sityger went on o orear things with
ACIDC, Head spent the next few years
phaying sporadic MLE mgswith
whichever musicians were available.
In 1977, while working as musical
diirector ar an arts kestival in Adelaide, he staped
the bushranger tale Lofty, which featured the songs
Clarizsa and Ive Been Ulp In The Hills Too Long. Llh:th
were finally recorded for a 2001 alburm of the
mussical, released on iTunes and credited to Peter
Head & The Mount Loty Rangers.) But the two
tracks Head and Bon lnid dowen back 1974 were
lost in the mists of fime.

Al lepst they were unil 1996, when Head ran
iy odd friend Ted Yanni ina Svdney nighrclhsh,
Another face from the Adelaide scene of the Jate
tllelearty 0, Yannd had also been mates with Bon
— s bands the Plastic Tears and Lewi Smith's Clefs
shared stages with The Valentines and Fraternity
Thie padr srarted remindscing, and Yanni asked
I-Euad if he had any recordings from back in the day.
Head told him about Roumd And Round and Carey
Guallv, Ioat Yanni thinking, By now an established
producer and sound engineer, he decided to
resurrect Scott’s vocal on Reund And Reund and

As the sun set on
Mount Lofty Rangers,
it rose for AC/DC,

updare it with a brand new backing rrack, Calling
in favours at studios in Sydney, ke stripped Scont's
wocls from the two-minute-47-sevond orginal
and rebuilt it into a slighthy longer version, first by
re-recording Head's main piano hook, atop of
which musician friends kid dowwn the remaiming
instruments. He then fitted Scot's original vocals
torthe music, and the song was renamed Rownd And
Eovnd And Faonend 1o reflect the update,

All three songs = Round And Round And Roumd,
phus the oripinal versions of Cansy Gully {io which
Yarni added "il]"lll"l"c:l.f'lﬁlj Rownd And R jrself

were released as an EPin 1 941 by Head Office
Records, Despite the Fact thar the songs had never
been heard. the EP only sold about 5,000 copies
workdwide. There was talk in the mid-90s of
teyving to et Roeid Aid Roand And R oo
a film seundrrack, but it never iranspired,

&till, the songs have recently resurfaced. Head
pieved opether a film clip for Rousd And Round And
Round by cutting together lefi-over footape of Bon
fromn a 705 TV special on Fraternity towhich he'd

acquired the rights. Bolstered by backing from
Australian labed Blue Pie Becords, all three tracks
e been resreleased on Tunes, givimg them the
apportunity to reach a wider audience.

“It was done with complete kove of Bon and his
bepacy: Thar's whit drowe us 1o pat this together,”
says Yanni. "It was about pooling our resournces
artd showing there was a Bon before AC]DC, Amd
ACIDC were very unbappr abour thar, because
they didn't have rights to the song. Bon did the
recording before be signed thelr contrac”

As for whan Soom would make of these songs he
recorded 40 years ago finally petting a new lease of
like, "1 think he'd be delighted,” says Perer Head,

“Because the spiritin which he did it was to help
me, cos I'd helped him. And Pve never made any
rraney aut af tsie, sodf | dooutof this [ean
imagine Bon sitting up there going: ‘Finally!™ G

Bon Seatts Carey Gully appears on thiz month's
Sfree U1, Sharp Sbooders. The Ropund eAnd
Rimrd wAnd Rownd ET iz available on iTunes,
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